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PART  I. 

LITTLE  Tommy  and  the  baby  were 
just  gone  to  bed,  and  Hannah  folded  up 
their  clothes  very  neatly,  while  her  mo- 
ther washed  the  tea-things.  Joseph 
put  a  log  on  the  fire,  and  swept  up  the 
hearth;  and  John  lit  a  candle,  and  fast- 
ened the  shutters.  "Now,  mother," 
said  Joseph,  as  he  placed  his  mother's 
chair,  and  reached  down  the  Bible  from 
the  shelf,  ' '  are  you  at  leisure  to  sit  down 
comfortably  and  talk  with  us  a  little?" 

Mother.  Yes,  with  all  my  heart.  What 
shall  we  talk  about  ? 

John.  One  evening  you  told  us  about 
a  parable.  I  have  not  forgotten  it.  Will 
you  tell  us  now  about  another? 

M.  Very  well.  I  will  tell  you  then 
about  a  kind  father  who  had  two  sons. 
He  treated  them  with  great  tenderness 
and  affection,  provided  for  them  what- 
ever was  necessary  and  suitable.  or«i 


gave  them  such  an  education  as  would 
best  qualify  them  for  the  stations  they 
were  likely  to  fill  in  life.  Now  tell  me 
what  sort  of  conduct  do  you  think  was 
due  from  children  to  such  a  parent  ? 

Hannah.  Tc  be  sure  they  ought  to  be 
very  kind  and  affectionate  to  their  fa- 
ther, and  do  every  thing  they  could  to 
please  him  and  make  him  happy. 

John.  And  in  particular  they  should 
do  whatever  their  father  bid  them,  and 
ask  his  advice  in  every  thing  they  set 
about. 

Joseph.  I  think  so;  and  as  they  grew 
up,  if  the  father  was  poor,  they  should 
work  to  support  him. 

M.  But  I  am  sorry  to  tell  you,  the  con-  • 
duct  of  the  younger  son  was  exactly  the 
reverse  of  all  this.  Instead  of  cheer- 
fully submitting  to  the  authority  of  his 
pious  father,  and  obeying  his  commands, 
there  was  nothing  he  so  much  desired 
as  to  get  away  from  under  his  care.  So 
far  from  considering  what  would  please 
his  father,  he  only  thought  about  pursu- 
ing his  own  sinful  and  foolish  pleasures ; 
and  this,  contrary  to  the  best  advice  and 
most  affectionate  entreaties.  He  was 
proud  and  self-willed,  and  quite  impa- 
tient of  the  restraints  of  a  pious  family, 
which  he  was  determined  to  take  the 


first  opportunity  of  leaving.  His  father 
was  inch,  and  did  not  stand  in  need  of 
his  assistance ;  yet  he  might  have  done 
many  little  things  which  would  have 
been  pleasing  and  acceptable,  as  testify- 
ing his  grateful  love  and  obedience ;  but, 
on  the  contrary,  he  was  only  anxious  to 
obtain  from  his  father  the  means  of  sup- 
porting his  vicious  pleasures,  and  was 
even  rude  and  unfeeling  enough  to  re- 
quest that  his  father  would  divide  the 
property,  and  give  him  his  share — just 
as  if  it  was  his  own,  and  that  he  had  a 
right  to  demand  it.  Most  likely  he 
thought  that  his  father  would  be  inclined. 
to  lay  up  the  portion,  and  take  care  of  it, 
in  order  to  put  him  into  trade,  or  to  help 
to  support  him  in  future  life;  but  he, 
for  his  part,  thought  he  could  manage 
better.  He  was  for  making  a  shew,  and 
sporting  away  with  the  money  now,  for- 
getting that  'a  rainy  day  might  come, 
when  he  would  regret  his  extravagance 
and  folly.  Such  is  the  pride,  self-con- 
ceit, and  prodigality  of  too  many  young 
people;  they  despise  their  parents' 
counsel,  and  are  the  grief  of  their  hearts. 

Jos.  I  hope  none  01  us,  when  we  grow 
up,  shall  turn  out  so  foolish  and  wicked. 

M.  I  hope  not,  my  dear  boy.  In  order 
*"»  prevent  it,  accustom  yourselves  now 


to  submit  to  your  parents  in  trifling 
things,  and  then  you  will  be  the  less 
likely  to  dispute  their  judgment  in 
greater  ones.  You  know  the  great  God 
who  made  you  has  entrusted  us  with 
the  command  of  your  childhood ;  there- 
fore it  is  your  duty  to  submit :  and  you 
know  also  that  we  have  your  welfare  al- 
ways at  heart,  and  would  not  desire  any 
thing  but  what  we  think  will  be  for  your 
good ;  therefore  it  is  your  wisdom  anc1 
interest,  as  well  as  your  duty,  to  com- 
ply with  our  wishes. 

'Jos.  But,  mother,  will  you  tell  us  what 
became  of  the  undutiful  son  ? 

John.  Oh  you  may  be  sure  he  did  not 
come  to  any  good. 

M.  No :  the  blessing  of  Heaven  never 
rests  upon  undutiful  children,  and  they 
very  seldom  prosper  even  in  this  world. 
Having  received  of  his  indulgent  father 
a  portion  of  property,  he  soon  took  his 
departure  to  a  distant  place,  for  he  did 
not  want  to  be  under  the  notice  of  his 
father's  eye,  and  that  was  the  reason 
why  he  wished  to  have  the  means  of 
subsistence  in  his  own  power.  He  soon 
made  away  with  all  his  money ;  for  in- 
stead of  improving  it  in  trade,  he  spent 
it  upon  every  expensive  vice  and  foolish 
pleasure ;  and  when  young  people  ad- 


diet  themselves  to  those  things,  money 
soon  goes,  as  Solomon  tells  us,  in  th'e 
Book  of  Proverbs, "  He  that  loveth  plea- 
sure shall  be  a  poor  man ;  and  he  that 
loveth  oil  and  wine  shall  not  be  rich." 
So  this  foolish  youth  went  on  in  his  lux- 
ury and  extravagance  until  he  had 
wasted  all  his  substance ;  and  then,  to 
add  to  the  distress  which  he  had  brought 
upon  himself,  there  arose  a  great  famine 
in  the  land ;  food  was  very  scarce  and 
dear,  and  he  was  in  fact  almost  starved. 

Han.  Poor  fellow !  I  dare  say  he  was 
vexed  enough  at  his  folly  in  leaving  his 
kind  father's  house ;  but  after  behaving 
so  ill,  he  could  not  have  the  heart  to 
think  of  going  home  again. 

M.  It  does  not  appear  that  he  was  as 
yet  inclined  to  do  so.  His  proud  spirit 
was  not  sufficiently  humbled;  for  he 
went  and  hired  himself  to  a  person  in 
that  country,  who  employed  him  to  feed 
swine — at  all  times  a  dirty  disagreeable 
office,  and,  among  the  people  ot  Israel, 
i  disgraceful  one  also.  In  our  countiy 
no  honest  employment  is  a  disgrace,  nor 
ought  any  person  to  be  despised  and  ri- 
diculed on  account  of  his  calling,  how- 
ever mean.  But  as  the  Jewish  law  for- 
bade the  keeping  of  swine,  it  was  both 
sinful  and  disgraceful  for  an  Israelite  to 


be  so  employed ;  and  was  by  them  espe- 
cially felt,  as  they  considered  it,  to  be 
placing  them  upon  a  level  with  the  hea- 
thens, whom  they  despised.  However, 
even  at  this  degrading  service  to  which 
he  had  submitted,  the  prodigal  could 
not  obtain  a  tolerable  supply  for  his 
wants;  wholesome  food  was  scarce,  and 
he  was  reduced  to  feed  with  the  filthy 
animals  he  tended.  And  now  at  last  he 
began  to  think  of  home,  and  his  father, 
and  his  own  folly.  What  a  good  home 
he  had  left !  and  what  a  kind  father  he 
had  disobeyed!  and  what  a  vile  un- 
grateful wretch  he  had  been !  and  what 
a  good  place  the  meanest  servant  in  his 
father's  house  had  got!  and  how  glad 
he  should  be  to  change  with  him !  These 
were  the  first  reasonable  thoughts  he  had 
had  for  a  long  time ;  before  he  had  been 
like  an  ideot  or  a  madman ;  but  there 
was  some  hope  of  him  when  he  began 
to  reflect. , 

John.  But  he  could  not  for  shame 
think  of  going  back — could  he  ? 

M.  1  dare  say  it  went  sadly  against  a 
proud  spirit  to  submit;  but  ne  had  no 
other  resource  left  him ;  and  this  is  one 
way  in  which  a  haughty  spirit  goes  be- 
fore a  fall,  and  pride  makes  work  for 
deep  humility.  People  would  not  be  so 
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apt  as  they  are  to  do  vrong,  if  they  pro- 
perly considered  even  what  repentance 
would  cost  them,  to  say  nothing  of  the 
misery  that  must  he  the  consequence  of 
their  conduct  if  they  do  not  repent. 
However  in  reality,  though  it  is  a  great 
disgrace  to  commit  a  fault,  it  is  never 
any  disgrace  to  confess  it,  and  own  what 
dis'tress  it  has  brought  us  into,  and  re- 
turn to  the  way  of  duty ;  and  it  is  veiy 
wrong  of  anv  to  despise  and  reproacn 
penitents.  God  does  not,  and  we  ought 
not  The  poor  young  man  at  length  re- 
solved to  go  and  throw  himself  upon  his 
father's  mercy.  Many  young  persons, 
brought  into  trouble  for  their  follies  and 
sins,  have  made  many  promises  of 
amendment  and  return,  and  never  ful- 
filled them ;  but  he,  when  he  said  he 
would  arise  and  go  to  his  father, 
**  arose  and  went."  And  surely,  when 
he  went  towards  his  father's  gate,  starv- 
ing, ragged,  and  overwhelmed  with 
grief  and  shame,  he  was  more  worthy 
of  respect,  and  more  the  object  of  pity, 
than  when  he  left  it  in  all  his  finery, 
luxury,  pride,  and  rebellion. — But  now 
how  do  you  suppose  his  father  received 
him? 
Jos.  I  can't  tell;  but  if  he  refused  to 
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see  him,  and  left  him  to  starve  and  pe- 
rish, it  was  no  more  than  he  deserved. 

John.  To  be  sure  not ;  but  as  his  fa- 
ther was  so  very  kind,  perhaps  when 
he  knew  his  distress,  he  might  send  him 
something  to  relieve  him ;  but  most  like- 
ly he  would  not  suffer  him  to  live  at 
home  again. 

Han,  Or  perhaps  the  father  might  be 
inclined  to  try  him  once  more,  and  let 
him  be  in  the  house,  but  like  a  servant. 

M.  Just  such  thoughts  the  young  man 
himself  had.  He  felt  himself  quite  un- 
worthy to  be  admitted  as  a  son,  and 
would' have  been  very  thankful  to  share 
the  privileges  of  the  meanest  servant. 
But  the  thoughts  of  the  kind  father  were 
very  different.  He  saw  the  poor  return- 
ing rebel  at  a  distance,  and  ran  out  of 
the  house  to  meet  him,  glad  to  welcome 
his  son  iir  any  condition;  and  throwing 
his  arms  round  his  neck,  tenderly  em- 
braced him.  Such  unexpected  kindness 
melted  the  poor  prodigal  to  the  heart, 
and  with  grief,  remorse,  and  shame,  he 
confessed  his  guilt,  and  implored  pardon 
of  God  and  of  his  injured  father;  saying, 
Father,  &c.  Luke  xv.  21.  The  kind  father 
not  only  freely  forgave  him,  but  ordered 
the  servants  to  bring  the  best  apparel 
that  was  in  the  house,  and  put  it  on  him. 
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He  also  ordered  a  feast  to  be  made,  and 
great  rejoicings  throughout  the  family, 
because  of  the  return  of  his  dear  son, 
whom  he  received  as  one  alive  from  the 
dead. 

Jos.  Well,  what  a  kind  father !  I  hope 
the  young  man  did  not  behave  himself 
so  ungratefully  any  more,  f? 

M.  I  hope  not.  His  father's  tender- 
ness and  forgiveness  would  melt  his 
heart  more  than  all  the  hardships  he 
had  suffered:  yet  both  were  necessary 
and  useful  in  bringing  about  his  repent- 
ance and  reformation.  His  troubles 
were  the  means  of  convincing  him  what 
a  foolish  and  wicked  part  he  had  acted, 
and  then  his  father's  seasonable  tender- 
ness and  forgiveness  would  bind  his 
heart  in  gratitude  to  duty  and  home. 

Han.  Well,  this  is  a  very  pretty  story. 
But  do  you  think  it  is  time?  Was  there 
in  real  it  v  such  a  father  and  son? 

M.  There  have  been  many  charac- 
ters similar  to  these,  and  possibly  some- 
thing of  the  kind  might  have  occurred 
within  the  observation  of  those  to  whom 
our  Lord  addressed  himself;  but  we  do 
not  know  that  it  was  so.  It  was  address- 
ed as  a  parable,  to  teach  and  give  an  ex- 
ample of  a  very  important  and  delight- 
ful truth.  Come,  read  it  to  us,  John.  I 


13 

remember  when  I  was  a  child  thinking 
it  one  ol  the  most  beautiful  chapters  in 
the  Bible,  and  I  dare  say  you  will  think 
the  same.  It  is  the  fifteenth  chapter  of 
Luke. 

In  reading  this  striking  and  affecting 
passage  of  lloly  Writ,  the  children  were 
several  times  melted  into  tears.  When 
the  chapter  was  ended,  after  some  pause, 
Hannah  asked, 

But,  mother,  why  was  the  elder  bro- 
ther so  ill-natured  ?  It  seems  as  if  he 
was  as  bad  in  his  heart  as  the  one  who 
ran  away,  only  he  showed  it  in  a  dif- 
ferent manner. 

M.  He  certainly  manifested  a  very 
bad  disposition,  but  one  that  is  far  too 
common. — Those  who  are  not  so  vicious 
and  profligate  as  some  others,  are  too 
apt  to  be  proud  of  their  own  goodness, 
uncharitable  towards  offenders,  and  un- 
willing that  even  penitents  should  be  re- 
ceived into  the  same  favour,  and  treated 
with  the  same  kindness  as  themselves. 
I  have  sometimes  seen  children  inclined 
to  triumph  over  a  companion  in  dis- 
grace, or  to  grudge  and  envy  when  one 
who  has  offended  is  restored  to  favour. 
My  dear  children,  if  ever  you  should 
feel  such  a  disposition  working  in  your 
breasts,  remember  it  is  that  of  the  eldei 
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Drother  in  the  parable,  and  of  tht  Scribes 
and  Pharisees,  whom  oar  Lord  intended 
to  reprove  by  it — not  at  all  like  that  of 
the  kind  forgiving  parent,  or  of  the  be- 
nevolent Saviour  01  men,  who  "  came  to 
seek  and  to  save  that  which  was  lost/' 
and  who  never  "breaks  the  bruised 
reed,  nor  quenches  the  smoking  flax." 
Now  look  at  the  two  first  verses  of  the 
chapter,  and  you  will  find  the  occasion 
of  our  Lord  ^peaking  this  parable,  and 
two  others  ui  the  same  import.  Like 
many  of  his  most  delightful  sayings  on 
record,  they  even  occasioned  pride, 
envy,  and  malice,  which  the  Jewish 
Scribes  and  Pharisees  manifested. 

Han.  Who  were  all  these  people,  mo- 
ther— the  Publicans,  and  Pharisees,  and 
Scribes  ? 

M.  At  the  time  our  Lord  was  upon 
earth,  the  Jews  were  subject  to  the  Ro- 
man government,  and  paid  tribute  or 
taxes  to  it.  The  persons  who  collected 
this  money,  were  called  publicans.  Some 
of  th^m  most  likely  were  bad  men;  but 
the  Jews,  who  hated  their  office,  put 
them  all  under  an  511  name,  and  classed 
them  with  the  most  notorious  profligates. 
As  to  the  term  "  sinners,"  all  men  are 
such ;  and  if  Jesus  Christ  had  rejected 
sinners,  he  could  not  have  received  any 
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ot  tne  human  race.  But  here  it  particu 
larly  means  either  persons  of  openly  vi- 
cious conduct,  or  else  heathens ;  for  our 
Lord  sometimes  visited  "  Galilee  of  the 
Gentiles,"  and  perhaps  it  was  there  that 
these  parables  were  spoken.  The 
Scribes  were  they  who  explained  the 
law  of  God  to  the  people ;  and  the  Pha- 
risees were  very  strict  and  exact  in  their 
outward  conduct  and  religious  obser- 
vances. 

Han.  I  suppose  all  that  was  very 
right ;  but  then  why  were  they  spiteful 
and  envious  against  Jesus  Christ  ? 

M.  Because  their  hearts  were  not  up- 
right and  humble.  We  are  told  that 
they  were  proud,  covetous,  and  self- 
righteous.  They  performed  their  reli- 
gious duties  to  be  seen  of  men,  and  were 
not  concerned  to  have  their  hearts  right 
m  the  sight  of  God.  They  "trusted  in 
themselves  that  they  were  righteous, 
and  despised  others."  So  when  the 
poor  publicans  and  sinners  drew  near  to 
hear  the  gospel  from  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  "they  murmured."  In  order  to 
convince  them  how  wrong  and  unrea- 
sonable such  conduct  was,  our  Lord 
spoke  these  parables  to  them,  and  told 
mem,  that  the  angels  of  God,  (who  were 
much  more  holy  than  they  could  pre- 
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tend  to  be,)  *o  far  from  murmuring  and 
repining  at  .he  mercy  shown  to  sinners, 
rejoiced  in  it,  and  delighted  to  think  that 
however  sinful  and  vile  they  had  been, 
yet  when  they  were  brought  to  repent- 
ance, they  became  nearly  related  to 
them,  and  would  soon  be  made  equal  to 
them,  and  share  with  them  the  inherit- 
ance of  the  saints  in  light. 

Jos.  Well,  it  was  a  good  thing  for  the 
poor  Publicans  and  sinners,  that  all  the 
spite  of  the  unkind  Pharisees  did  not 
make  our  Lord  cast  them  off;  for  all 
the  three  parables  seem  to  be  spoken 
for  their  encouragement,  as  well  as  to 
make  the  proud  Pharisees  ashamed  of 
themselves. 

M.  Yes;  they  do  indeed  afford  de- 
lightful encouragement  to  poor  penitents 
to  repent  and  turn  to  God.  They  all 
represent  the  lost  and  wretched  state  of 
man  by  sin — until  we  know  and  feel  this, 
we  shall  have  no  desire  for  pardoning 
mercy — and  they  also  teach  us  that  the 
blessed  God  is  willing  to  pity,  pardon, 
and  receive  returning  penitents.  With- 
out this,  we  should  have  no  encourage- 
ment to  seek  it. — Mankind  by  sin  is  like 
a  good  piece  of  money  lost  and  hid  in 
the  dirt,  and  while  it  lays  there,  is  of  no 
use;  or  like  a  poor,  "lost,  wandering 
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sheep,  likely  to  perish  with  cold  and 
hunger,  or  be  torn  to  pieces  by  the 
wolves ;  or  like  a  vicious,  rebellious  son 
— his  own  shame  and  his  father's  sor- 
row. But,  as  even  a  rich  person,  if  he 
dropped  a  piece  of  money,  though  he 
had  plenty  more  in  his  purse,  yet  would 
stoop  down  to  look  for  it,  and  be  pleased 
if  he  found  it — and  as  a  kind  shepherd., 
if  he  missed  but  one  sheep  from  a  large 
flock,  would  go  and  seek  it,  and  if  he 
found  it  would  carefully  and  tenderly 
bring  it  back  to  the  fold,  and  feel  great 
satisfaction  in  its  rescue — and  as  the 
kind  father  would  rejoice  to  see  the  re- 
pentance of  his  wicked  son — so  we  are 
taught  that  although  the  blessed  God 
can  be  no  loser  by  me  sin  and  misery  of 
man,  yet  he  is  pleased  to  seek  and  in- 
.vite  us  to  return,  and  to  take  pains  for, 
and  delight  in,  pur  rescue  and  recovery. 
But  our  time  is  gone  for  to-night.  It 
will  afford  us  interesting  matter  for  ano- 
ther conversation,  to  observe  more  par- 
ticularly now  beautifully  the  parable 
we  have  been  talking  of  describes  the 
state  of  man  by  nature,  and  the  tender 
mercies  of  a  forgiving  God. 
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THE 

PRODIGAL  SON. 


PART  II. 

MOTHER.  Well,  children,  to-night  we 
are  to  have  a  little  more  conversation  about 
the  parable  of  the  Prodigal  Son.  Do  you 
remember  what  we  talked  about  last  time  : 

John.  Oh  yes,  mother  ;  about  a  foolish, 
disobedient,  wicked  young  man  ;  and  how 
he  suffered  for  his  folly ;  and  how  his  kind 
father  forgave  him  when  he  repented. 

M.  Very  well.  This  parable  teaches  us 
about  the  duties,  dangers,  sins,  and  follies 
of  young  people ;  and  it  strikingly  sets  forth 
the  state  of  mankind  in  general,  as  a  state 
of  sin  and  misery  like  that  of  the  prodigal, 
and  the  goodness  of  God  in  rescuing  sin- 
ner? from  that  state,  and  restoring  them  to 
his  favour  and  happiness,  like  the  kind  fa- 
ther in  the  parable.  This  is  what  we  are 
to  speak  about  to-night. — The  iL^  thing 
the  parable  teaches  us,  is,  that  the  great 
God  is  our  Father.  "  We  are  all  his  off- 
spring ;"  "  in  him  we  live,  and  move,  and 
have  our  being."  All  our  supplies  come 
from  him ;  he  protects,  and  maintains,  and 
instructs  us  in  this  life,  and  he  has  provided 
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a  glorious  inheritance  to  be  our  portion  for 
ever. 

Jos.  But,  mother,  if  God  is  the  Father  of 
all  men,  all  his  children  will  not  come  to 
the  heavenly  inheritance,  will  they  ? 

M.  No,  my  dear ;  they  have  all  forfeited 
it  by  rebelling  against  and  forsaking  their 
Father ;  and  none  can  be  happy  but  those 
who  return  to  him  by  repentance  and  faith 
in  the  way  of  pardon  which  he  has  pointed 
out.  Now  we  will  notice  some  things  in 
which  the  conduct  of  sinners  resembles 
that  of  the  prodigal. 

1.  As  he  was  weary  of  his  father's  govern- 
ment, and  desired  liberty  (falsely  so  called, 
frr  liberty  to  sin  is  indeed  the  greatest  sla- 
very)— so  sinners  are  never  satisfied  till  they 
have  broken  all  God's  bands  in  sunder,  and 
cast  his  cords  from  them ;  and  instead  there- 
of, have  bound  themselves  with  the  cords  of 
their  lusts.     So  it  was  in  the  very  begin- 
ning of  man's  apostacy  from  God.     Our 
first  parents  were  tempted  to  break  the 
rules  of  God's  government,  in  the  hope  that 
they  should  "  be  as  gods,"  knowing  no  other 
"good  and  evil"  than  what    themselves 
pleased. 

2.  As  the  prodigal  was  willing  to  get  from 
under  the  check  of  his  father's  eye,  so  a  se- 
cret disbelief  of  God's  omniscience,  and  a 
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wish  to  be  out  of  his  sight,  are  at  the  bot- 
tom of  the  wickedness  of  the  wicked.  "  They 
say,  how  doth  God  know?  and  is  there 
knowledge  in, the  Most  High?" 

3.  As  the  prodigal  was  for  having  his  por- 
tion to  spend  it  on  his  present  pleasures,  ra- 
ther than  leave  it  in  his  father's  hands  to 
manage  for  his  future  advantage,  so  it  is  the 
folly  of  sLmers  to  be  willing  to  have  their 
portion  in  this  life.     They  look  only  at  the 
things  that  are  seen  and  are  temporal,  and 
covet  only  a  present  gratification,  but  have 
no  care  for  future  felicity  when  that  is  spent 
and  gone. 

4.  The  prodigal  was  proud  and  self-con- 
ceited, and  thought  he  could  manage  better 
for  himself  than  his  father  could  for  him — 
so  pride,  and  a  desire  to  be  independent  of 
God,  is  the  sin  and  the  ruin  of  sinners. 
"  The  wicked,  through  the  pride  of  his 
countenance,  will  not  seek  God ;  God  is  not 
in  all  his  thoughts." — "  Our  lips  are  our 
own,  and  who  is  Lord  over  us  ?" — "  Who 
is  the  Lord  that  we  should  serve  him,  and 
what  profit  shall  we  have  if  we  pray  unto 
him  ?"  This  is  very  dreadful  language ;  but 
thoughts  like  these  are  in  the  heart  of  every 
sinner :  even  a  child  who  will  seriously  and 
sincerely  examine  his  own  heart,  may  find 
every  one  of  these  dispositions  there.     Let 
us  apply  them,  my  dear  children,  and  see 
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whether  your  own  hearts  do  not  condemn 
you.  Have  you  not  sometimes  wished  that 
the  laws  of  religion  were  not  quite  so  strict? 
or  that  you  could  get  liberty  to  indulge  in 
some  pleasure 'which  your  conscience  told 
you  was  wrong  ?  Have  you  not  been  tempt- 
ed to  envy  those  whom  you  have  seen  left 
to  go  their  own  way,  and  transgress  the 
commandments  of  God?  Have  you  not 
sometimes  endeavoured  to  conceal  a  fault 
from  your  friends,  and  almost  fancied,  or  at 
least  wished,  that  you  could  also  conceal  it 
from  God  ?  Have  you  not  sometimes  been 
desirous  of  the  riches  and  pleasures  of  this 
world,  and  not  so  anxious  about  being  the 
children  of  God,  and  heirs  of  heaven?  Have 
you  not  lived  and  felt  as  if  this  world  were 
every  thing,  and  eternity  of  little  conse- 
quence in  your  esteem  ?  And  have  you  not 
sometimes  felt  a  disposition  rising  in  your 
breast  that  despised  control,  spurned  at  re- 
proof, and  resented  chastisement  ?  I  do  not 
ask  you  to  answer  these  questions  now,  but 
would  have  you  think  them  over  when 
alone,  and  I  hope  they  may  be  the  means 
of  convincing  you  that  the  same  dispositions 
are  in  your  heart  as  were  in  the  prodigal's, 
and  that  you  stand  in  the  same  need  of  re- 
pentance and  pardon. 

The  misery  of  a  sinful  state  is  next  set  fortn 
in  the  parable  in  many  striking  particulars 
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*1.  Tt  is  a  state  of  departure  and  distance 
from  God.  When  Adam  had  sinned,  "  ho 
hid  himself  from  the  Lord  God,"  and  Jonah 
"fle.d  from  his  presence."  Not  that  they 
could  really  do  so.  No.  "  There  is  no 
darkness  where  the  workers  of  iniquity  may 
hide  themselves."  But  when  man  left  off 
obeying  God,  he  left  off  also  loving  his 
presence,  and  communion  with  him.  "  They 
eay  unto  God  depart,  for  we  desire  not  the 
knowledge  of  thy  ways."  They  get  as  far 
off  from  him  as  they  can  in  the  thoughts  of 
their  hearts  ;  and  if  they  could  live  for  ever 
in  the  possession  of  worldly  enjoyments, 
they  would  never  have  a  wish  or  desire  af- 
ter God.  This  is  their  sin,  and  a  heinous 
sin  it  is ;  and  it  is  also  their  misery :  for 
those  who  forsake  God,  forsake  the  foun- 
tain of  goodness  and  happiness.  The  mise- 
ry of  hell  consists  in  an  everlasting  absence 
from  God,  the  only  good. 

2.  A  sinful  state  is  a  spending,  wasting 
state.  The  prodigal  wasted  all  his  sub- 
stance. So  sinners  waste  their  time  and 
talents,  the  various  gifts  of  Providence,  and 
the  means  of  grace.  Instead  of  using  them, 

*  The  outline  of  these  remarks  is  bor- 
rowed from  Matthew  Henry's  excellent 
Commentary 
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as  they  were  intended,  for  the  honour  of 
God,  the  salvation  cf  their  own  souls,  and 
the  good  of  others,  they  either  bury  them 
in  uselessness,  or  squander  them  in  wick- 
edness ;  and  as  to  their  precious  souls,  they 
throw  them  away  as  a  trifle — -just  as  a  silly 
child  would  give  a  valuable  jewel  for  a 
mere  painted  toy ! 

3.  Sinners  are  in  a  wanting  state.  When 
the  prodigal  had  spent  all,  "  he  began  to  bfe 
in  want."  In  common  things  we  say,  anc*. 
very  truly,  that  '  wilful  waste  makes  wo- 
ful  want.'  Much  more  so  in  spiritual  ones. 
Sinners  will  soon  be  perishing  for  want  of 
those  very  blessings  which  they  now  make 
light  of  and  cast  away.  How  often  has  it 
been  said  by  a  dying  profligate,  trembling 
at  the  prospect  of  eternity,  '  Oh,  if  I  could 
but  have  one  more  of  those  precious  Sab- 
baths which  I  used  to  consider  such  a  bur- 
then !  Oh,  if  I  could  but  hear  one  more  gos- 
pel sermon,  which  in  health  I  would  not 
attend  to  !  Oh,  if  I  could  but  have  a  little 
more  time  granted  me  for  prayer  and  re- 
pentance !  Oh,  if  the  Holy  Spirit  would  but 
work  upon  my  heart,  though  1  have  long 
resisted  his  influences  !'  And  if  such  are  the 
feelings  of  a  poor  creature  even  in  this 
world,  only  think  how  lost  sinners  in  hell 
must  feel  their  misery  and  poverty,  who 
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know  that  all  hope  is  forever  gone  by  of 

their  being  supplied. 

4.  A  state  of  sin  is  a  degraded  state — a 
state  of  slavery.     They  that  commit  sin  are 
the  servants  of  sin,  the  slaves  of  the  devil, 
who  rules  in  the  hearts  of  the  children  of 
disobedience,  leading  them  about  captive  at 
his  will,  and  employing  them  in  making 
provision  for  the  flesh  to  fulfil  the   lusts 
thereof;  and  that  is  no  better  than  feeding 
greedy,  dirty,  noisy  swine.     How  sad  that 
reasonable  and  immortal  souls  should  so 
disgrace  themselves ! 

5.  A  sinful  state  is  a  state  of  dissatisfac- 
tion.    The  prodigal  was  not  satisfied  with 
the  good  provisions  of  home.     He  went 
abroad,  and  spent  all  he  had  upon  his  own 
pleasures,  but  was  not  satisfied  then.  When 
he  began  to  want,  he  tried  to  help  himself 
by  going  to  service  ;  but  he  served  a  hard 
master,  and  for  all  his  toil  could  not  obtain 
sufficient  to  satisfy  his  hunger.     At  last  he 
was  forced  to  share  the  husks  which  the 
swine  eat — food  indeed  for  beasts,  but  not 
such  as  could  satisfy  and  nourish  a  man. 
Thus  when  sinners  depart  from  God,  and 
promise  themselves  happiness  in  the  world 
and  sin,  they  are  always  disappointed;  they 
"  spend  their  money  for  that  which  is  not 
bread,  and  their  labour  foi  that  which  sa- . 
tisfieth  not."     This  world  can  afford  what 
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will  nourish  their  bodies,  and  please  their 
fancies  ;  but  it  yields  no  food  for  their  pre- 
cious, immortal  souls — nothing  that  can 
either  suit  their  nature,  or  satisfy  their  de- 
sires, or  supply  their  need ;  always  dissatis- 
fied, they  look  around  and  say,  "  Give, 
give" — "Who  will  show  us  any  good?" 
and  still  feed  upon  wind  and  ashes. 

6.  It  is  in  vain  for  sinners  to  expect  help 
from   any  creature.     When  the  prodigal 
was  in  want,  "  no  man  gave  unto  him."  If 
we  depart  from  God,  and  refuse  his  help, 
whence  shall  any  creature  help  us  ?     The 
world  and  the  flesh  can  poison  a  soul,  but 
they  have  nothing  that  will  feed  and  nourish 
it.     Sinful  companions  can  draw  into  sin, 
and  hasten  on  misery,  but  they  can  do  no- 
thing to  help  out  of  it.    No.    When  trouble 
comes, u  miserable  comforters  are  they  all." 

7.  Sinners  are  in  a  state  of  death.     The 
prodigal  was  said  to  be  "  dead."  If  we  hear 
of  a  poor  creature  being  condemned,  and 
appointed  to  suffer  death  in  a  few  days,  we 
say,  v  he  is  a  dead  man  ;'  or  if  the  physi- 
cians have  given  over  a  patient,  and  suy 
they  can  do  nothing  for  him.     The  Bible 
tells  us,  that  God  has  decreed  that  "  the 
soul  that  sinneth  it  shall  die ;"  and  that  "  all 
were  dead,"  2  Cor.  v.   14;   that  is,  con- 

.  demned  to  death ;  and  unless  the  king  sends 
down  a  pardon  (as  in  the  case  of  the  guilty 
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perso"  condemned  by  the  laws  of  his  coun- 
try) all  must  in  a  short  time  actually  suffer 
the  dreadful  penalty.  There  are  also  other 
ways  in  which  sinners  may  be  said  to  be 
dead.  A  soul  separated  from  God  by  sin, 
is  like  a  branch  cut  off  from  a  tree— dead 
and  useless ;  and  also  as  a  dead  corpse  is 
unable  to  move,  speak,  or  act,  so  the  soul, 
dead  in  trespasses  and  sins,  is  destitute  of 
spiritual  life,  has  no  heart  to  cry  to  God  in 
prayer,  no  power  or  inclination  for  holiness 
or  usefulness. 

8.  A  sinful  state  is  compared  to  a  lost 
state.  A  sinner  is  lost  to  all  that  is  good — 
lost  to  virtue  and  honour — lost  as  it  respects 
himself,  and  lost  to  his  pious  friends ;  they 
have  no  joy  or  comfort  of  him.  The  soul 
that  seeks  happiness  while  straying  from 
God,  is  lost  like  a  traveller  that  is  out  of 
his  way ;  and  if  infinite  grace  prevent  not, 
will  soon  be  lost  like  a  ship  that  is  sunk  at 
sea — lost  beyond  possibility  of  being  re- 
covered. 

One  thing  more — in  the  parable,  a  sinful 
state  is  compared  to  a  state  of  madness  and 
frenzy.  It  is  said,  when  the  prodigal  re- 
pented, that  "  he  came  to  himself;"  which 
implies  that  he  was  beside  himself  before. 
Now  as  persons  in  a  state  of  madness  talk 
foolishly  and  act  foolishly,  and  make  every 
thing  they  can  lay  hold  of  an  instrument  c> 
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mischief  either  to  themselves  or  others,  no 
madness  is  in  the  heart  of  sinners ;  they 
destroy  themselves  with  foolish  and  hurtful 
Austs,  and  deceive  themselves  with  foolish 
hopes,  saying,  "  I  shall  have  peace  at  last, 
though  I  walk  in  the  imagination  of  my 
"neart  and  in  the  sight  of  my  eyes."  Now, 
my  dear  children,  is  it  not  a  very  dreadful 
thing  to  be  in  a  sinful  state  ? 

Jos.  Yes,  indeed  it  is,  mother ;  and  as  it 
is  plain  that  we  are  all  sinners  as  well  as  the 
prodigal,  it  makes  me  think  what  a  fit  prayei 
that  is  for  us,  that  the  minister  took  for  his 
text  to-day,  Psalm  li.  1.  u  Have  mercy  upon 
oie,  O  Lord,  according  to  thy  loving  kind- 
ness  ;  according  to  the  multitude  of  thy  ten- 
der mercies  blot  out  my  transgressions." 

M.  Yes,  it  is  very  applicable  both  to  the 
case  of  the  poor  prodigal  and  to  that  of 
every  one  who  feels  the  burden  of  his  sins 
to  be  grievous  and  intolerable.  May  every 
one  of  us,  my  dear  children,  be  brought 
deeply  to  feel  this,  and  then  the  gospel  will 
be  to  us  glad  tidings  of  great  joy  indeed ! — 
Now  we  come  to  the  turning  point  in  the 
young  man's  character ;  and  oh  what  a  mercy 
that  the  grace  of  God  can  reach  the  hardest 
heart  and  change  the  vilest  character !  Did 
not  the  Bible  assure  us  of  this  again  and 
again,  we  should  be  apt  to  fear  of  such  as 
the  nrodigal,  that  they  had  sinned  beyond 
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the  reach  of  mercy.  I  suppose  you  recol- 
lect what  was  the  occasion  of  his  repentance. 

John.  Yes,  mother.  It  was  when  he  came 
into  such  great  trouble  and  distress,  and 
could  not  get  any  relief  in  the  far  country. 

M.  True ;  and  so  it  is  that  afflictions,  sanc- 
tified by  divine  grace,  have  often  proved  the 
happy  means  of  turning  sinners  from  the 
error  of  their  ways.  In  them  are  seen  both 
the  vanity  of  the  world  and  the  miscliiev- 
ousness  of  sin ;  and  the  ear  and  heart  be- 
come open  to  instruction.  It  is  when  we  find 
that  the  world  cannot  make  us  happy,  that 
sin  makes  us  miserable,  and  that  no  creature 
can  afford  us^  comfort  and  relief:  then  we 
begin  to  think  of  returning  to  God ;  and 
when  we  are  ready  to  perish  in  the  service 
of  sin,  then  we  think  of  offering  ourselves 
to  the  service  of  Christ.  Now  tell  me  what 
was  the  first  thing  like  repentance  that  pass- 
ed in  the  mind  of  the  prodigal  ? 

Hannah.  Was  it  not  when  he  said  within 
himself  how  happy  his  father's  servants 
were  ? 

M.  Yes.  Consideration  is  the  first  step 
towards  conversion.  Before,  he  went  heed- 
lessly on,  and  gave  himself  no  time  to  con- 
sider ;  but  when  (like  David)  he  thought 
upon  his  ways,  then  he  Burned  his  feet  to  the 
testimonies. — Mind  too  what  a  different 
opinion  he  entertained  of  his  father  and 
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home,  when  he  was  come  to  his  right  mind, 
from  what  he  did  when  he  was  in  his  mad 
frolic.  Sinners  despise  the  privileges  of 
God's  house  and  family,  and  reckon  the 
people  of  God  poor,  gloomy,  melancholy 
people  ;  but  when  they  are  brought  to  their 
senses  (in  a  spiritual  way)  .  then  they  ac- 
count the  people  of  God  the  happiest  peo- 
ple in  the  world,  the  service  of  God  the 
greatest  honour  and  happiness,  and  would 
rather  be  door-keepers  in  the  house  of  God 
than  dwell  in  the  tents  of  wickedness.  Then 
mind  also  that  when  he  was  brought  to  this 
proper  view  of  things,  he  determined  at 
once  to  return,  and  cast  himself  upon  his 
father's  mercy.  So  the  soul  that  is  truly 
brought  to  feel  itself  perishing  without 
Christ,  whatever  there  may  be  discourag- 
ing, or  humbling,  or  alluring,  resolves  that 
nothing  shall  keep  it  back  from  his  feet. 
"I  will  arise  and  go  unto  my  Father" — 
"  and  if  I  perish,  I  perish." 

In  the  prodigal's  confession,  there  are 
three  things  I  would  have  you  particularly 
notice. 

1.  He  did  not  attempt  to  justify  himself 
or  speak  lightly  of  his  guilt.  No.  He  freely 
confessed  it,  and  was  humbled  in  the  dust 
for  it ;  and  while  he  who  covers  or  excuses 
his  sins  shall  not  prosper,  whoso  confesseth 
and  forsaketh  them  shall  find  mercy. 
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2.  He  acknowledged  his  sin  as  committed 
against  a  father,  and  asked  a  father's  for- 
giveness.    So  it  will  make  sin  very  odious 
to  us,  if  we  feel  that  it  has  been  committed 
against  a  kind  and  gracious  Father,  and  at 
the  same  time  it  will  encourage  us  to  return 
and  plead,  "  Our  Father  which  art  in  hea- 
ven— forgive  us  our  trespasses." 

3.  He    owned    that    his    transgression* 
against  his  father  were  sins  against  Heaven. 
Children  would  do  well  to  remember  this, 
that  when  they  disobey  an  earthly  parent, 
or  act  improperly  towards  any  fellow-crea- 
ture, in  so  doing  they  sin  against  God  ;  and 
even  when  they  have  been  reconciled  to 
their  offended  friends,  they  ought  not  to 
rest  satisfied,  and  suppose  that  all  is  done, 
un*  11  they  have  a  good  hope  that  God  also 
has  forgiven  them  for  Christ's  sake. 

Han.  But,  mother,  how  is  it  that  it  doea 
not  say  '  for  Christ's  sake'  in  the,  parable  ? 

M.  It  certainly  is  not  said  in  so  many 
words  here,  that  the  mercy  of  God  is  ex- 
tended to  sinners  only  through  his  Son ; 
but  it  is  so  plainly  asserted  throughout  the 
whole  of  the  New  Testament,  as  well  as  re- 
presented more  darkly  in  the  Old,  that  we 
may  safely  take  it  as  intended  here.  One 
great  reason  why  the  sufferings  and  death 
of  Christ  are  not  expressly  mentioned  as  the 
procuring  cause  of  our  salvation  may  be. 


31 

that  the  fact  had  not  taken  place  at  the 
time  the  parable  was  spoken.  So  when 
our  Lord  first  taught  his  disciples  to  pi'ay, 
he  did  not  command  them  to  make  use  of 
his  name  ;  but  when  he  was  just  about  to 
enter  his  sufferings  and  glory,  then  he  told 
them  to  ask  whatsoever  they  would  "  in  his 
name,"  and  it  should  be  done  unto  them ; 
and  when  he  had  died  for  the  sins  of  men, 
and  had  risen  again,  he  commanded  his 
apostles  to  go  into  all  the  world,  and  preach 
repentance  and  remission  of  sins  in  his  name. 
— The  conduct  of  the  kind  father  strikingly 
represents  to  us  the  blessed  God  as  looking 
with  thoughts  of  niercy  towards  his  rebel- 
lious creatures,  and  saying,  "  Thou  hast 
ruined  thyself,  but  in  me  is  thine  help  found.** 
The  father  was  before-hand  with  the  peni- 
tent; so  is  God.  He  provided  a  Saviour 
for  us  when  we  had  no  desire  after  salva- 
tion ;  he  put  the  first  thought  and  wish  of 
penitence  into  our  hearts.  Before  we  can 
call,  he  answers,  and  while  we  are  yet 
speaking,  he  hears.  "  I  said  I  will  confess 
my  faults,  and  thou  forgavest  the  iniquity 
of  my  sin." — "  The  Lord  is  merciful  and 
gracious,  slow  to  anger,  and  plenteous  ift 
mercy." — "He  is  full  of  compassion  and 
tender  mercy."  Misery  is  the  object  of 
mercy,  even  the  misery  of  a  sinner.  It 
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only  to  feel  our  sin  and  nr'sery,  and  divine 
mercy,  like  a  mighty  flood,  washes  them 
away,  and  buries  them.  When  the  blessed 
God  shows  mercy  and  forgives,  he  never 
upbraids ;  but  the  sins  and  the  iniquities  of 
penitents  he  remembers  no  more :  and  he 
not  only  pardons,  but  accepts,  and  blesses, 
and  makes  happy.  When  Ephraim  be- 
moaned himself,  then  God  spake  of  him  as 
a  dear  son,  a  pleasant  child ;  and  when  the 
prodigal  confessed  his  sins,  his  father  clothed 
him  in  gaiments  not  only  decent  and  com- 
fortable, but  rich,  and  suitable  to  the  rank 
of  the  family — so  when  a.  penitent  is  par- 
doned, he  is  also  clothed  with  the  garment? 
of  salvation,  and  covered  with  the  robe  of 
righteousness,  and  brought  to  feed  upon 
Christ  the  bread  of  life,  and  to  enjoy  all  the 
blessings  of  the  gospel,  and  learn  the  joyful 
song  which  angels  join  in.  "  He  was  dead 
and  is  alive  again,  and  was  lost  and  is  found."11 
There  is  a  great  deal  more  that  might  be 
said  on  this  beautiful  parable ;  but  our  time 
is  gone.  Let  us  read  over  the  chapter  once 
more,  and  pray  with  all  our  hearts  that  God 
will  put  U3  among  his  children,  and  take 
away  all  iniquity,  and  receive  us  gracious- 
-y,  and  love  us  freely,  and  enable  us  to  ren- 
der unto  him  the  praises  of  our  lips  and  of 
our  lives. 


